political-minded Muslims. In some parts of the coun-
try it is now accepted by the ignorant masses as an
aspect of religion.
The original Congress outlook that all communi-
ties in India should segregate their religious passions
to evolve a national consciousness, is blurred. Hindu-
Muslim riots of recent years are not spasmodic out-
bursts of fanaticism. They have a deeper urge. They
are fanned by the Pakistan ideology.
A sub-conscious urge to -zonal division was given
because the constitutional integrity of India was bro-
ken up by the end of 1939 by the resignation of the
Congress Ministries. The predominantly Hindu pro-
vinces came to be governed by the British Governors
and the bureaucracy. In the predominantly Muslim
provinces Muslim Ministries participated in power
and were left free to follow their communal interests.
Non-co-operation with the war effort and the "Quit
India" was largely confined to the Hindu Provinces:
the Muslim Provinces openly co-operated with the
war effort.
But the zonal division came into practical politics
when Gandhiji accepted the Rajaji formula. The most
powerful spokesman of Indian Nationalism negotiated
with the frank exponent of the two-nation theory on
the possible basis of two Indias. During the Gandhi-
Jinnah talks, Indian Nationalism was ready, if the
Muslims so wished, to divide the country into a
Hindu and a Muslim zone and to be related only to a
part of the country in scope and contents. The Rajaji
formula provides for a plebiscite, but the safeguard is
illusory. In any broad plebiscite in the Muslim areas,
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